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The DeSeCo Project’s conceptual framework for key
competencies classifies such competencies in
three broad categories, First, individuals need
to be able to use a wide range of tools for
interacting effectively with the environment:
both physical ones such as information
technology and socio-cultural ones such as
the use of language. They need to understand
such tools well enough to adapt them for their
own purposes - to use tools interactively. Second, in an

increasingly interdependent world, individuals need to

be able to engage with others, and since they will

encounter people from a range of backgrounds, it is

important that they are able to interact in heteérogeneous

groups. Third, individuals need to be able to take responsibility for managing their own lives,
situate their lives in the broader social context and act autonomously.

Use tools
interactively
(e.g. language

technology)
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Consulted and informed
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The ladder metaphor is borrowed from Sherry Amstein ( 1969); the categories are from Roger Hart (1992).

gz Arstein (196%926;) and Hart (1992255).
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Active
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................................

Adaptive
Learning

R White essay, solve Discuss key

problems, lake concepts, anelyze
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¢ : Community Service and Outreach
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